
10 years of Covenant of 
Mayors Initiative! Over 
9200 local authorities ta-
king action from 2008 to 
contribute to the EU clima-
te and energy objectives!

The 10th anniversary cere-

mony “From Paris to Ka-
towice: Speeding up the 
transition towards decar-
bonised and resilient cities” 
will take place in Brussels 
on 22nd February. A chan-
ce for the Covenant Com-
munity to jointly discuss 

challenges on investment, 
multi-level collaboration 
and mobility, meet the 
newly set-up EU Covenant 
Political Board, and capita-
lise strengths for the next 
steps. Click here for more 
updated information.

Signing the Covenant of 
Mayors means a commit-
ment for the municipalities. 
Both the decision itself and 
to carry it through can be 
an effort with the need for 
a proper knowledge basis. 
Therefore, a capacity-buil-
ding program is created for 
each region. The programs 
are meant to address issues 
that could hinder or delay 
a municipality from signing 
the Covenant of Mayors, 
and point to possibilities on 
how to reach the targets 
that are set when becoming 
a signatory.

The capacity-building pro-
grams will partly consist of 

webinars that are common 
for all regions. Each region 
also has the possibility to add 
local information, arrange 
workshops etc. The informa-
tion is focused around the 
themes financing, aware-
ness, adaptation and energy. 
The financing part includes 
external funding possibilities, 
innovative solutions such as 
green bonds, and how to 
use procurement as a tool. 
The awareness part focuses 
on how to get all stakehol-
ders on board, politicians 
as well as general public 
and private companies. The 
adaptation part is meant to 
give ideas on how to imple-
ment adaptation measures. 

The energy part informs on 
energy efficiency and possi-
bilities for renewable energy.

Each region decides on the 
target group for each webi-
nar. Possible target groups 
are politicians, municipal 
officials (both on decision 
and execution level) and ge-
neral public.

The webinars will be recor-
ded and uploaded to Youtu-
be, with a link from the pro-
ject website. In this way, the 
information will be available 
for all municipalities that 
are interested, also outside 
EMPOWERING.
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ShapeEnergy Sandpits in Turin on February 2018

Capacity Building Programs

EMPOWERING is a valuable 
case study within the forth-
coming SHAPE ENERGY san-
dipts, taking place in Turin 
(IT) on 8-9th February 2018. 
The event aims at higher in-
tegration of Social Sciences 
and Humanities into energy 
related projects by: 

• reflecting on current direc-
tion and task in individual 
projects;

• generating concrete ideas 
for increasing impacts on 
society;

• experiencing innovative 
methods of interdisci-
plinary and cross-sector 

working within energy 
projects;

• meeting cross-Europeans 
collaborators in a stimu-
lating environment and 
generating future project 
ideas for progressing ener-
gy related topics.

https://twitter.com/Empowering2020
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1aQMQ5dXqI8_v6-wKlNmLw
https://www.facebook.com/empoweringproject2020
https://www.linkedin.com/in/empowering-project-847098124


After establishing Local energy 
board of Region of Istria (Croa-
tia) at the beginning of 2017, in 
November during its last mee-
ting, LEB deepen the discussions 
regarding the new context of 
Covenant of Mayors for Climate 
and Energy and the experience 
of municipalities Labin, Poreč, 
Rovinj, Pazin and Pula as sig-
natories that pledged in April 
2016 to reduce CO2 emissions 
by at least 40% by 2030 and to 
adopt an integrated approach 
tackling mitigation and adap-
tation to climate change. The 
meeting promoted the exchan-
ge of knowledge and good 
practices, facilitating networ-
king and synergy among mu-
nicipalities. Their collaboration 
will allow cities to have access 
to clean and profitable solutions 
that are ready to be implemen-
ted and will encourage others to 
join the movement and adopt 
more ambitious energy policies 
and environmental targets.

One of the interesting parts of 
the meeting was dedicated to 
upcoming Capacity Building 
Program. Local authorities’ trou-
gh Capacity Building Program 
will be offered tailored in-class 
training and webinars to en-
hance their strategic planning 
capacity. Officers from local au-
thorities will be offered practical 
in-class training on how to set-
up, implement and continuous-
ly update SEAPs and SECAPs 
(Sustainable Energy and Climate 
Action Plans).

During 2017 altogether 7 mu-
nicipal representatives, mainly 
mayors, from North Hungary 
took part in study visits orga-
nized in Sweden, Belgium and 
Romania. The study tours –as 
part of the successfully imple-
mented Transnational Exchange 
Program– provided the partici-
pants with the opportunity to 
have first-hand experience of the 
sustainable and energy efficient 
solutions, additionally obtain a 
greater understanding of the 
strategic planning methods of 
the municipalities. 

In order to share the gained ex-
periences with other municipal 
representatives, a workshop was 
organized on the 8th November 
2017 in Miskolc. It was open to 
all regional municipalities, with a 
final roundtable discussion about 
the difficulties and barriers to be 
tackled and possible exemplary 
solutions to be adapted.

First the mayor of Bükkábrány 

introduced the experiences in 
Malmö, one of the greenest ci-
ties of Europe, highlighting his 
personal impressions and the 
exemplary measures that impres-
sed him. The mayor of Hernád-
németi talked about Ghent and 
how the municipality boosts and 
supports energy efficient renova-
tions among citizens and enter-
prises. Then the mayor of Tokaj, 
described the food policy and 
the related strategic goals of the 
city. The last presentation sum-
marized the example of energy 
planning model in Roman, intro-
duced by the mayor of Bükka-
ranyos. 

Region of Istria LEB - final steps
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SVIM Marche organised on 7th 
November 2017 in Ancona the 
workshop “European Cities 
towards the sustainability. The 
results of the Study Visits and 
Transnational Events of EM-
POWERING project” (full pro-
gramme).

The municipality and regional 
representatives, participating 
to the European Exchange Pro-
gram in Malmo (Sweden), Gent 
(Belgium) and Roman (Roma-
nia), presented their respective 
experience to the LEB Members, 
highlighting each show-case 
potential of transferability into 
Marche Region. 

The participants, beyond the 
European boundaries, were 
inspired also by the American 
“Climate Reality Project”, that 
through the “Climate Reali-

ty Training” aims at spreading 
awareness of the climate crisis 
and building a movement for 
solution at international level. 

Hence, both projects demons-
trated to focus on building ca-
pacities, for the access to de-
bate with expert knowledge, 
towards the transitions to sus-
tainability, lifestyles and human 
wellbeing. 
Moreover, while SVIM Marche 
staff announced the first draft 
of EMPOWERING Capacity Buil-
ding programme, it showed 
that the project most important 
prerequisite consisted in su-
pporting communities to inves-
tigate stakeholders’ needs and 
priorities. The participants thus 
suggested for the forthcoming 
capacity building initiatives 
small and local workshops, with 
simple steps for the successful 

implementation of case studies 
at municipal level. 

Finally, the participants were 
made aware, that Marche re-
gion, conceived as socio-energy 
system, represents a case study 
for two researches in Social 
Sciences and Humanities. They 
both focus on investigating 
public and stakeholder enga-
gement, social acceptability 

of energy system change. The 
main findings will be part of 
EMPOWERING capacity buil-
ding programme in Italy, aiming 
to indicate, to energy deci-
sion-makers and planners, the 
beneficial assets for collabora-
tions between Municipalities, 
for sharing of resources and 
actions aimed at a wider spread 
of effective SECAPs even at EU 
level. 

European Cities towards the sustainability



Andalusian Agency for Environ-
ment and Water concluded its 
second project year by bringing 
together the members of the 
Local Energy Board to continue 
the dissemination of the trans-
national experiences in the cities 
of Ghent, Roman and Iači. These 
local workshops are intended to 
disseminate among municipali-
ties the sustainable city models 
visited and their main projects, 
highlighting their strengths and 
capabilities which can be used 
for reference and to be adapted 
to each territory. 

The meeting had the participa-
tion of the Andalusian Energy 
Agency which refered the pro-
motion of the transformation 
of Andalusian cities towards 
a smart city model where the 
decarbonisation of transport 
materializes through the pro-
motion of sustainable mobili-

ty initiatives, mainly particular 
electric mobility. In this sense, 
the “Roadmap of electric mo-
bility in Andalusia” and the 
“Smart Networks” incentive 
line for the creation of rechar-
ging points for electric vehicles 
in the municipalities, as well as 
the renewal of fleets of elec-
tric vehicles for public services 
and advice to local entities that 
provide the Andalusian Energy 
Agency, which manages the 
incentives, to apply these mea-
sures.

In addition, the Agency has 
made known the local entities 
that participate in EMPOWE-
RING the actions promoted for 
electric self-consumption fa-
cilities. These provide greater 
efficiency by bringing gene-
ration closer to consumption 
and reduce energy expenditu-
re, in addition to avoiding CO2 

emissions into the atmosphere 
if they are carried out with re-
newable energies.

The conference also was the 
starting point of the last stage 
of EMPOWERING focused on 
the training of municipal repre-

sentatives to develop success-
fully sustainable energy plans. 
Throughout 2018, three trai-
ning workshops will be organi-
zed at the Agency’s headquar-
ters, dates will be announced 
soon.

On November 14, 2017, the 
2nd meeting of the North-East 
Local Energy Board took place 
in Piatra Neamč.

The meeting was organized 
within the ENERSELVES project, 
which North-East RDA imple-
ments as a partner, and aimed 
at presenting good practices 
promoted by partners in Extre-
madura and South Sweden as 
well as discussing the prelimi-
nary results of the Self-Assess-
ment Report on Renewable 
Energy Sources (RES) from the 
North-East Region. At the same 
time, the LEB members have 
been consulted on the content 
of the local actors’ Capacity 
Building Program for Strategic 
Sustainable Energy Planning, a 

program to be implemented wi-
thin the EMPOWERING transna-
tional project.

This meeting was the first ac-
tion aimed at identifying the 
synergies between ENERSELVES 
and EMPOWERING projects and 
one of the first steps by which 
the North-East RDA intends 
to transform the North-East 
LEB into a core of action and 
knowledge in region, in the 
field of sustainable energy.

Participants were interested 
in the examples visited by the 
regional delegations in Spain 
and Sweden, and the discus-
sions focused mainly on the 
economic returns for integra-
ted renewable energy  invest-
ments for the consumption of 
buildings. The self-assessment 
report on RES in the North-East 
Region will include data and 
information on the RES situa-
tion for self-consumption of 
buildings. 

The second LEB meeting of 
RCM was held on 13th of No-
vember 2017. The purpose of   
LEB’s meeting was dual:

Firstly the LEB members, that 
took part to WP3 activities, 
deposited their experiences  
from Agios Dimitrios (Greece), 
Climate Smart Hyllie and Wes-
tern Harbour in Malme, the 
networking meeting in Brusse-
ls and the study visit to Ghent, 
and the activities in Roman 
and Iasi in Roumania.
The conclusion of all the pre-
sentations was the uncontro-
versial knowledge they gained 
from the study visits to these 
countries in the fields of In-
tegrated Energy and Land 
Use Planning, and how, al-
most, unable is to adopt them 
to Greek sustainable urban 
planning system, because of 
the great participation and 
co-creation of the private sec-
tor is needed, which is difficult 
to manage in Greece.

At the second part of the mee-
ting WP5 activities were pre-
sented. Effie Korma from CRES 
mentioned the tasks and aims 
of supporting SECAPs (upda-
ting and drafting), explaining  
the requirements in order to 
fulfill the above mentioned 
target.
Concerning the near future, 
the RCM LEB’s members ex-
pect with great interest the 
sub-contractor of the project, 
which will support them to 
SEAP updating and new SEAP 
drafting  in the framework of 
WP5 implementation. 

Meeting of the North-East Local Energy 
Boarding

Empowering’s Local Energy Board of Region 
of Central Macedonia
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EMPOWERING project during the upcoming months aims to provide 
robust support for the development and the implementation of inte-
grated energy strategies and related SEAPs/SECAPs by municipalities 
involved in the project and CoM for Climate & Energy Initiative and 
therefore achieve the new greenhouse gas emission targets, the use 
of Renewable Energy Sources and Energy Efficiency.

The improvement in the skills, gained by capitalizing the experiences 
and capacity building of WP3 and WP4, of local authorities will be 
used both in the submission of new SECAPs and in the upgrading 
of existing SEAPs, while regional authorities will be supported in sha-
ping their energy policy strategy by setting sustainable energy objec-
tives for 2020 and 2030. The EMPOWERING project partners CRES 
and RISE will provide the technical support on these actions. 

HELLENIC REPUBLIC
REGION OF CENTRAL MACEDONIA

ISTARSKA RAZVOJNA AGENCIJA

www.empowering-project.eu

Partners

BORSOD-ABAÚJ-ZEMPLÉN
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

B O R A  9 4

Starting WP5: Integrated Sustainable Energy Plan & Regional Strategy

More specific:

• By the end of January, the project partners will facilitate, coordinate 
and support the municipalities, which have expressed their interest 
to become members of the Covenant of Mayors for Climate and 
Energy and provide a report with relevant municipal decisions.

• Taking advantage of the knowledge acquired through previous 
packages, by the end of April 2018 EMPOWERING aims to support 
municipalities to update the Baseline Emission Inventory (collect all 
the relevant territorial and municipal data), in line with JRC metho-
dology, and to revise CO2 emission energy target (SEAP upgrading). 

• Concerning the municipalities interested into adhering to the Co-
venant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, EMPOWERING project will 
facilitate the drafting of the Baseline Emission Inventory (BEI), by the 

end of June 2018.   

• Concerning existing CoM members participating 
into the project, they will be supported to the up-
grading of BEI and energy balance, by the end of 
June 2018.   

http://www.pactodelosalcaldes.eu/news_es.html?id_news=838
http://www.svimspa.it
http://www.cres.gr/kape/index_eng.htm
http://www.ida.hr/index.php
http://www.empowering-project.eu
http://www.agenciamedioambienteyagua.es
mailto:lcatalani%40svimspa.it?subject=contact%20with%20Mrs.%20Luc%C3%ADa%20Catalani
mailto:ekorma%40cres.gr?subject=contact%20with%20Mrs.%20Efstathia%20Korma%20%C2%B4
mailto:amaria.gil%40juntadeandalucia.es?subject=contact%20with%20Mrs.%20Ana%20Mar%C3%ADa%20Gil%20Brachi
mailto:lenartek.andras%40mfu.hu?subject=contact%20with%20Mr.%20Andras%20Lenartek%20%C2%B4
mailto:gmacoveiu%40adrnordest.ro?subject=contact%20with%20Mrs.%20Gabriela%20Macoveiu%20%C2%B4
mailto:L.Tsoli%40pkm.gov.gr?subject=contact%20with%20Mrs%20Lamprini%20Tsoli%20%C2%B4
mailto:anna.sager%40ri.se?subject=contact%20with%20Anna%20Sager
mailto:bojana.bojanic%40ida.hr?subject=contact%20with%20Mrs.%20Bojana%20Bojanic%20%C2%B4
http://www.adrnordest.ro
http://www.ri.se/en

